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THEMES  PROPOSED  FOR  THE 

/.  Man’s  Condition 

We  face  a world  of  change,  danger  and  per- 
plexity; a world  both  one  and  divided.  It  is  in- 
creasingly one  through  radio  communication  and  fast 
transport,  through  advancing  science  and  industry, 
and  through  common  human  need.  But  it  is  rent 
in  pieces  by  conflict,  ideological  and  cultural,  eco- 
nomic and  political.  As  a result  the  fundamentals 
of  civilization  are  threatened,  population  pressures 
and  race  clashes,  the  danger  of  world  famine,  the 
drift  towards  total  war  and  the  mass  feeling  of  fear 
and  suspicion  intensify  the  problem.  Man  is  con- 
fused by  a sense  of  his  power  and  of  his  weakness, 
of  his  dignity  and  of  his  sin  and  shame. 

In  all  this  turmoil  many  see  signs  of  a beneficent 
social  revolution  and  hail  the  century  of  the  com- 
mon man.  Many  more  are  anxiously  aware  of  man’s 
condition  as  he  is  swept  along  by  apparently  uncon- 
trollable forces.  Disillusion  grows  as  the  way  of 
outward  compulsion  manifestly  fails  to  produce 
social  justice,  true  freedom  and  unity  among  men. 
How  far  is  the  problem  one  of  justice  and  law,  of 
wisdom  and  statesmanship,  of  mutual  consideration 
and  conciliation?  How  far  does  it  reflect  a spiritual 
crisis  and  man’s  need  of  repentance,  of  faith,  of  a 
new  hope  and  of  a fresh  vision  of  God? 

//.  The  Christian  Answer 

Man’s  problem,  political,  social,  psychological  and 
moral,  is  fundamentally  a spiritual  one.  No  form- 
ula either  of  economics  or  of  politics  can  be  ade- 
quate to  its  solution.  Nor  is  it  always  obvious  to  the 
ordinary  man  that  religion,  even  the  religion  of 
Jesus  Christ,  can  offer  a solution. 

How  far  can  the  Christians  bring  conviction  to  a 
sceptical  and  materialist  world?  Can  Christianity 
provide  a clear  and  workable  social  and  political 
ethic?  What  is  the  true  interpretation  of  life,  death 
and  resurrection  of  Jesus  Christ,  and  how  do  the 
great  conceptions  in  the  New  Testament  of  love, 
forgiveness  and  the  grace  of  God,  apply  to  the  con- 
dition of  mankind? 

Friends,  as  Christians,  are  convinced  that  the 
divine  resources  are  equal  to,  and  available  for, 
man’s  need,  that  the  power  of  God  is  the  only  an- 
swer to  the  power  of  evil  and  that  God’s  will  may 
be  known  and  realized  in  the  life  of  the  community 
as  well  as  in  personal  discipleship.  It  is  a part  of 
the  Christian  task  to  interpret  the  meaning  for 
Church  and  State  of  the  kingship  of  God  on  earth. 

III.  Our  Faith  and  Service 

The  Society’s  testimony  for  peace  and  its  service 
in  relief  of  human  needs  are  its  best  known  activi- 
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ties.  But  many  who  have  heard  of  "Quakerspeisung” 
and  of  the  Nobel  Peace  Prize  award  to  the  Service 
Committees  hardly  understand  that  Friends  are 
essentially  a religious  society.  Our  service  must 
arise  out  of  our  religious  life  and  purpose. 

(a)  What  is  the  state  of  our  Society?  Much  de- 
pends on  the  spirit  of  our  meetings,  on  their  leader- 
ship in  worship  and  ministry  and  on  their  common 
concern.  How  can  new  life  and  meaning  come  to 
our  ministry  and  oversight,  to  our  various  ways  of 
caring  and  sharing,  as  we  bear  in  mind  the  need  of 
our  members  in  many  countries? 

The  Society’s  first  need  is  to  know  by  the  grace 
of  God  a deepening  of  its  own  spiritual  life.  Its 
second  is  to  know  afresh,  and  to  obey,  the  divine 
call  to  missionary  witness  and  service,  both  in  ordi- 
nary life  and  work  and  in  the  special  tasks  under- 
taken by  Friends. 

(b)  What  is  our  faith?  Early  Friends  thought 
of  their  movement  as  "primitive  Christianity  re- 
vived”. How  far  are  we  still  children  of  the  Light 
moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit? 

Our  faith  is  the  Christian  faith.  Quaker  Chris- 
tianity, personal  and  corporate,  rests  on  worship  in 
spirit  and  in  truth,  on  communion  with  Christ  and 
the  guidance  of  God.  But  having  set  aside  creeds, 
liturgies  and  sacraments,  how  is  our  faith  renewed 
and  expressed?  Can  it  be  restated  in  modern  but 
essentially  Christian  terms? 

(c)  What  is  our  service?  A survey  of  our  experi- 
ence in  relief  and  social  service  may  suggest  a duty 
to  share  our  concern  with  others.  We  are  reminded 
also  of  wider  needs,  as  yet  unmet,  among  aged  folk 
of  different  nations,  displaced  persons  and  refugees 
of  all  classifications,  broken  families  and  "derelict” 
children,  all  prisoners  and  captives,  and  the  under- 
privileged and  unfortunate  generally. 

How  should  the  work  be  shared  between  govern- 
ments, international  agencies,  and  voluntry  organi- 
zations? How  much  responsibility  should  Christian 
bodies  accept?  Is  the  field  of  Quaker  work  changing 
from  mission  to  service?  Is  service  sufficient?  What 
is  its  relation  to  message? 

The  question  for  Friends  is  the  relation  of  con- 
cern, personal  and  corporate,  to  the  needs  and  oppor- 
tunities. The  supply  of  workers,  their  age,  train- 
ing, discipline,  long  and  short  service;  finance;  co- 
operation with  governments  and  other  bodies:  all 
call  for  fresh  consideration  in  the  light  of  changing 
conditions. 

Living  Issues  Before  Friends 

The  questions  raised  in  sections  3 (a)  and  (c)  above 
cannot  be  dealt  with  adequately  in  full  session.  Some 
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are,  therefore,  elaborated  in  the  paragraphs  that  follow 
with  a view  to  detailed  discussion  by  smaller  groups.  It 
is  important,  however,  to  remember  that  they  belong  to- 
gether and  inevitably  overlap  and  that  they  arise  out  of 
the  broader  considerations  already  indicated.  They  are 
set  in  a certain  logical  sequence;  but  the  last  is  as  impor- 
tant as  the  first,  and  each  of  them  concerns  every  Friend. 

Our  Responsibility  For  Publishing  Truth 

(a)  The  local  meeting  has  a duty  of  bearing  a witness 
and  proclaiming  a message.  It  is  a joint  as  well  as  a per- 
sonal responsibility.  Can  any  conclusion  be  rightly  drawn 
from  an  analysis  of  our  statistics  of  membership  and 
especially  of  convincement  and  of  new  meetings  estab- 
lished? What  should  extension  work  mean  in  present 
circumstances?  What  is  the  value  of  lecture  schools,  con- 
ferences and  regional  meetings?  What  should  be  the  line 
of  development  in  institutes,  centres  and  missions? 

(b)  What  continuing  responsibility  do  we  bear  for 
work  in  mission  fields  and  in  other  spheres  of  service 
established  under  concern  by  an  earlier  generation  of 
Friends?  Has  our  attitude  to  other  religions  to  be  re- 
vised? Can  Quakerism  be  expected  to  meet  the  religious 
needs  of  all  men? 

(c)  What  sort  of  training  do  we  find  necessary  for  . 
ministry  in  the  Quaker  sense  and  for  pastoral  and  elder- 
ship work  ? How  can  the  meaning  of  membership,  of 
discipline,  of  the  Quaker  way  of  life,  of  service,  witness 
and  concern  be  rightly  taught? 

(d)  What  is  the  Society’s  task  in  religious  education  and 
what  is  the  place  therein  of  Quaker  schools  and  colleges, 
and  of  Sunday  Schools?  How  can  we  encourage  a knowl- 
edge of  the  history  and  development  of  Quaker  thought, 
of  the  Bible,  and  of  religious  history  and  theology?  What 
sort  of  written  material  do  we  need? 

(e)  How  far  should  young  Friends  be  encouraged  to 
meet  by  themselves  as  well  as  to  unite  with  older  Friends’ 
meetings  for  worship  and  discipline?  What  further  oppor- 
tunities can  the  Society  offer  them  for  service  in  com- 
mittees, in  field  activities,  in  visitation  of  meetings,  in 
international  gatherings,  in  Quaker  social  relief  and  mis- 
sion work?  What  further  help  do  younger  Friends  desire 
in  connection  with  our  peace  testimony  and  resistance  to 
conscription?  How  can  younger  leadership  be  encouraged? 
Should  the  Young  Friends  International  Movement  be  re- 
vived ? 

Friends  and  the  Ecumenical  Movement 

What  is  the  place  of  the  Society  in  the  Wider  Chris- 
tian Church  and  in  the  developing  ecumenical  movement? 
Should  the  answer  be  different  in  different  countries?  Have 
Friends  any  constructive  comments  to  offer  on  the  reports 
of  the  Amsterdam  Conference,  including  the  problem  of 
the  basis  of  the  World  Council  of  Churches;  or  on  the 
work  of  the  Commission  on  Faith  and  Order?  Should 
Friends  offer  any  contribution  to  the  second  World  Assem- 
bly of  Churches  to  be  held  in  1953? 

Christianity  in  a Revolutionary  W orld 

Gross  economic  inequalities  between  men  and  between 
nations  arouse  resentment  and  fear;  and  poverty  and  social 
injustice  are  closely  bound  to  political  disturbances  which 
endanger  peace.  In  an  age  when  the  emphasis  is  on  hu- 
man progress  and  the  worth  and  dignity  of  the  human 
person,  man  is  losing  his  sense  of  personal  significance 
and  personal  responsibility.  Integration  into  large-scale 
groups,  movements  or  ideologies,  while  raising  living 
standards,  is  depriving  him  of  satisfaction  in  his  daily 
work  and  divorcing  him  from  the  inner  sources  of  love 
which  enable  him  to  carry  out  the  behest:  "Thou  shalt  love 
the  Lord  thy  God,  and  thy  neighbour  as  thyself”. 

How  can  we  use  the  spiritual  values  of  our  faith  in 
responsible  personal  living,  in  business  and  other  rela- 
tionships, in  solving  industrial  and  social  problems,  in 
working  towards  a world  economic  system? 

The  Ministry  of  Reconciliation 

Can  Friends  maintain  their  ancient  peace  testimony,  hav- 


ing regard  to  the  issues  and  tensions  of  the  contemporary 
world?  What  is  the  Christian  pacifists’  concept  of  citizen- 
ship in  the  modern  state?  What  is  the  Society’s  duty  in 
face  of  conscription  continued  in  peace-time  as  well  as  in 
war?  Should  we  urge  legislation  for  the  exemption  of 
conscientious  objectors  to  military  service? 

What  contribution  should  the  Society  offer  to  the  solu- 
tion of : 

(a)  the  deepening  problem  of  race  relations 

(b)  the  East-West  conflict,  and 

(c)  the  problem  of  political  reliance  on  military  power? 

In  what  way  should  Friends  co-operate  with; 

(a)  the  Christian  pacifist  movement, 

(b)  international  movements,  secular  and  religious, 

(c)  governmental  and  intergovernmental  organs? 


CHOOSING  OUR  DELEGATES 

At  Yearly  Meeting  last  summer  there  was  ap- 
pointed a committee  of  six  persons  (Ed  Duckies, 
Peter  Guldbrandsen,  Ellis  Jump,  Dorothy  Lash,  Eer- 
ner  Nuhn  and  Ed  Sanders),  formed  in  direct  re- 
sponse to  a request  made  to  all  Yearly  Meetings  to 
select  three,  five  or  ten  members  to  serve  on  a Plan- 
ning Committee  for  the  World  Conference  of 
Eriends  to  be  held  in  Oxford,  July  28  - August  6, 
1952.  The  Yearly  Meeting’s  minutes  state:  "The 
duties  of  this  group  would  include:  (i)  assistance 
in  planning  for  the  Conference;  (2)  arrangements 
for  regional  conferences;  (3)  selection  of  representa- 
tives to  attend  the  1952  World  Conference.” 

There  is  already  a very  considerable  and  hearten- 
ing response  to  the  development  of  plans  for  that 
conference  and  in  addition  to  the  growing  interest  in 
the  themes  and  concerns  which  are  to  be  discussed  at 
that  time  there  are  a number  of  people  planning 
and  desiring  to  attend.  Since  I am  the  first-named  in 
the  minutes,  I am  undertaking  to  get  under  way 
some  machinery  for  the  committee  to  use  in  the 
delicate  task  of  selecting  the  two  delegates  which 
Pacific  Yearly  Meeting  is  allowed  by  the  present 
dispensation. 

I suggest  that  the  first  step  for  the  committee  is 
to  receive  the  nominations  of  possible  attendees  and 
that  these  be  submitted  in  two  ways.  First,  any 
person  who  feels  a concern  to  attend  as  the  delegate 
of  the  Yearly  Meeting  should  name  himself.  And, 
second,  that  those  persons  who  would  name  some 
one  other  than  themselves  submit  the  name  for  the 
approval  of  their  Meeting  and  that  it  come  then 
with  a Meeting’s  endorsement.  Your  committee 
then  will  consider  those  names  which  are  submitted 
to  it  by  action  of  Meetings  or  by  the  individual’s 
own  suggestion. 

Meanwhile  the  Committee  which  is  too  scattered 
ever  to  meet  will  be  considering  the  bases  for  choos- 
ing the  delegates  and  making  its  recommendations  to 
the  Yearly  Meeting  in  August,  1951.  I feel  that 
the  Committee  should  only  make  recommendations 
to  the  Yearly  Meeting  in  its  sessions  at  Seattle,  rather 
than  announce  the  delegates  as  the  Minutes  suggest 
it  has  the  power  to  do. 

Send  your  suggestions  to  me  at  the  office  of  the 
Friends  Bulletin,  714  West  California,  Pasadena 
2,  Calif. 

Ed.  Sanders 
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THIS  ISSUE 

In  this  issue  of  the  Friends  Bulletin  we  are  try- 
ing to  emphasize  the  importance  of  the  Oxford 
Conference.  First,  we  need  to  get  our  two  allotted 
delegates  named  and  provided  for.  I hope  that 
everyone  will  read  and  consider  carefully  our  pro- 
posal (page  2)  for  selecting  these  Yearly  Meeting 
delegates  and  to  help  in  that  selection. 

The  real  value  of  the  Conference  sessions,  how- 
ever, will  be  in  their  effect  on  the  life  of  the  local 
Meetings  all  around  the  world.  What  is  discussed 
and  considered  at  Oxford  will  take  on  life  only  as 
it  is  discussed  and  considered  in  Committees  of  Min- 
istry and  Counsel,  among  Overseers,  in  First  Day 
schools,  by  teachers  and  managers  of  Friends  educa- 
tional projects,  by  the  responsible  staff  and  members 
of  the  A.F.S.C.,  and  through  specially  prepared  re- 
treats, conferences  and  Meeting  Institutes.  There  are 
two  companion  pieces  of  printed  material  now 
available  which  provide  a framework  for  beginning 
immediately  these  discussions:  the  "Themes  Pro- 
posed for  the  World  Conference”  (which  are 
printed  in  to  to  in  this  issue)  and  the  study  booklet 
entitled,  "The  Vocation  of  Friends  in  the  Modern 
World”.  We  are  printing  a number  of  extra  copies 
of  this  Bulletin  to  be  available  for  such  study  and 
the  booklet  is  available  from  the  Friends  Bulletin 
office  or  directly  from  the  Friends  World  Com- 
mittee, American  Section,  20  South  12th  St.,  Phila- 
delphia 7,  Penna. 

The  best  thing  about  this  pamphlet  "The  Voca- 
tion of  Friends  in  the  Modern  World”  is  its  title, 
for  it  is  high  time  we  consider  to  what  we  are  being 
called  in  the  modern  world.  Once  we  are  ready  to 
ask  ourselves  seriously  to  listen  and  to  share  our 
"true  vocation”  with  one  another  we  are  in  the  right 
mood  and  spirit.  With  this  attitude  one  set  of  "con- 
troversial topics”  (as  these  chapters  are  identified) 
is  about  as  good  as  another  and  we  will  not  be 
bothered  unduly  by  omissions  or  emphases  made  on 
topics  which  seem  strange  to  us.  The  structure  of 
the  thirteen  chapters  is  on  a lesson  pattern:  first,  a 
stating  of  the  problem  ("Role  of  the  Reconciler,” 
"East  and  West,”  "The  Full  and  the  Hungry,” 
"Roman  Catholics  and  Protestants,”  "Men  and  Wo- 
men,” "Friends  and  Friends,”  "Mind  and  Heart,” 
"Towards  the  Fourth  Quaker  Century,”  etc.  . .); 
short  devotional  quotations;  the  body  of  the  chap- 
ter which  is  an  "analysis”  of  the  problem;  three  to 
five  discussion  questions;  and  the  chapter  concludes 
with  a brief  bibliography  of  pertinent  materials. 
One  does  not  wish  to  spend  time  regretting  that  the 
tone  and  frame  of  reference  of  these  analyses  are 
not  nearer  to  the  common  life  and  practice  of  local 
Meetings  or  to  the  peculiar  problems  of  families 
and  young  people,  for  it  may  well  be  that  in  our 
supplying  such  lacks  that  we  will  come  alive  our- 
selves and  make  this  and  any  other  study-helps 
more  vital. 

There  is  a kind  of  current  creeping  sickness 
afflicting  us  addicts  of  the  daily  newspaper  and  the 
radio.  Bad  as  the  news  sounded  yesterday,  today 
it  is  even  more  foreboding  and  yet,  as  though  we 


had  no  other  resource,  or  that  out  of  the  darkness 
itself  might  come  light,  we  return  time  and  time 
to  the  same  reports,  tease  ourselves  with  the  ancient 
probabilities,  sere  our  green  and  pleasant  day  with 
the  anticipated  conflagration.  We  are  drawn  and 
allow  ourselves  to  be  drawn  from  our  peculiar  base 
of  faith  and  practice  into  the  discussion  areas  of  a 
world  based  on  assumptions  we  do  not  accept  and  in 
those  areas  suffer  mightily  at  our  own  inadequacy. 
I believe  we  have  our  peculiar  faith  and  practices 
with  which  the  world  should  be  concerned  and  with 
which  it  should  have  to  deal.  Ours  is  the  responsi- 
bility to  know  and  to  understand  these  better  than 
ever  before,  to  witness  to  them  more  truly  and  more 
courageously,  to  be  more  open  and  available  to  the 
world  on  our  own  terms  and  with  our  own  experi- 
ence than  ever  before.  I am  not  pleading  for  any 
withdrawal  from  the  community  about  us — quite  the 
contrary.  I am  pleading  that  each  one  of  us  expect 
to  be  called  to  witness  with  new  vigour  and  increased 
understanding  to  a better  way. 

The  Oxford  Conference  and  these  study  materials 
can  be  an  invaluable  aid  to  Meetings  and  individuals 
for  this  fresh  examination  and  dedication  to  our 
peculiar  Quaker  vocation.  Let  us  use  them! 

E.  S. 


THE  FRIENDS  MEDICAL  SOCIETY 

Announcement  is  made  of  the  formation  on  November 
12,  1950,  of  The  Friends  Medical  Society,  established  to 
give  voice  and  expression  to  the  medical  implications  of 
traditional  Quaker  principles. 

The  aims  and  purposes  of  this  group  are  threefold: 

1.  To  institute  a program  of  study  and  planning  in 
order  to  determine  what  contributions  Quaker  doctors 
might  offer  at  home  and  abroad  to  medical  problems. 

2.  To  provide  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
with  a readily  available  source  of  medical  information,  to 
develop  an  advisory  service  for  review  of  the  medical 
aspects  of  American  Friends  Service  Committee  activities, 
and  to  compile  a register  of  accessible  medical  man  power 
for  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee’s  programs, 
the  World  Health  Organization,  the  Red  Cross,  and 
similar  goups. 

3.  To  enable  physicians  and  medical  students  who  wish 
to  be  of  service  in  some  other  manner  than  by  joining  the 
armed  forces  to  come  together  for  consideration  and  dis- 
cussion of  their  special  problems. 

The  group  has  been  conceived  as  a nonprofit  organiza- 
tion, open  to  physicians  and  medical  students  of  both 
sexes.  Although  it  has  been  initiated  by  a group  of  Quaker 
physicians,  affiliation  with  this  Society  is  open  to  non- 
Quakers  as  well.  Membership  does  not  imply  any  pay- 
ment of  dues,  as  the  group  will  rely  upon  voluntary  con- 
tributions for  its  support. 

Dr.  Martin  G.  Vorhaus,  Chairman  of  the  Organiza- 
tion Committee 

1130  Park  Avenue,  New  York  38,  New  York 

Members  of  the  Advisory  Committee  are  Dr.  Joseph 
Stokes  Jr.,  Children’s  Hospital,  Philadelphia,  Penna.;  Dr. 
Charles  Perera,  Columbia  Presbyterian  Medical  Center, 
New  York,  N.Y.,  and  Dr.  J.  Huston  Westover,  Mary 
Imogene  Bassett  Memorial  Hospital,  Cooperstown,  N.Y. 

(Reprinted  from  Friends  Intelligencer,  Jan.  6,  1951) 
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PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETING 


FRIENDS  COMMITTEE  ON  NATIONAL  LEGISLATION 

Dick  Jay  (119  South  Hall,  Univ.  of  Calif.,  Berkeley, 
Calif.)  of  Berkeley  Meeting  writes  as  follows  to  the 
Friends  Bulletin  hoping  to  receive  direct  replies: 

"Upon  my  return  from  Christmas  holidays,  I found  wait- 
ing in  the  mail  a letter  from  Raymond  Wilson  of  the 
Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation.  The  Com- 
mittee is  interested  in  assembling  a list  of  names  of  per- 
sons in  each  yearly  meeting  whom  it  could  contact  on  a 
more  personal  basis  than  just  the  mimeographed  releases, 
and  also  for  special  help  on  particularly  important  issues. 
Raymond  Wilson  asked  that  I take  responsibility  for  get- 
ting such  a list  for  the  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting,  since  I am 
on  the  FCNL  from  the  Yearly  Meeting.  He  suggests  that 
it  would  be  wise  to  try  to  find  one  person  from  each 
Quarterly  Meeting,  at  least,  and  that  if  possible  we  in- 
clude younger  people  who  might  "grow  in  the  work". 

"Since  I am  not  well  enough  acquainted  with  the  Frends 
in  the  various  Quarterly  Meetings  to  suggest  such  a list, 
and  since  in  any  event  it  would  be  desirable  to  use  people 
who  feel  deeply  enough  concerned  to  volunteer  to  assume 
the  responsibilities,  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  most  effective 
way  to  get  names  of  interested  persons  would  be  to  state 
the  need  in  the  Bulletin,  and  then  permit  interested  per- 
sons in  the  various  Quarterly  Meetings  to  come  forward. 
I would  appreciate  your  help  and  any  suggestions  you 
might  offer. 

"Below  I am  quoting  some  of  the  pertinent  parts  of 
Raymond  Wilson’s  letter.  . . . 

As  you  undoubtedly  realize,  it  is  a real  problem  to 
know  how  to  be  of  the  greatest  continuing  service  to 
members  of  the  Society  of  Friends.  It  is  so  easy  for  mem- 
bers of  a staff  of  a national  organization  to  lose  contact 
with  the  people  they  work  for  and  to  the  extent  this 
does  happen,  the  staff  is  bound  sooner  or  later  to  fail  to 
be  effective.  Our  problem  is  to  try  to  avoid  this,  and  we 
are  working  on  a plan  which  we  think  may  develop 
greater  participation  in  the  work  of  the  FCNL. 

" 'The  Executive  Committee  on  November  14  authorized 
the  creation  of  a special  list  of  individuals  with  whom  we 
could  be  in  contact  comparatively  frequently,  and  upon  a 
more  personal  basis  than  is  possible  with  the  Washington 
Letter. 

" 'I  would  hope  you  would  bear  in  mind  the  need  for 
geographical  distribution  starting  with  one  person  from 
each  Quarterly  Meeting  but  not  limiting  it  to  that  if  it 
does  not  seem  satisfactory  in  Pacific  Yearly  Meeting. 

" 'In  choosing  individuals,  it  seems  to  me  it  will  be 
necessary  first  of  all  to  find  people  who  are  keenly  inter- 
ested in  the  work  of  the  FCNL,  or  would  likely  become 
so.  Secondly,  they  will  need  initiative,  ingenuity,  and 
willingness  to  put  forth  some  extra  effort.  Thirdly,  I 
think  it  would  be  well,  if  at  all  possible,  to  include 
younger  people  who  might  grow  in  such  activity.’  ’’ 


DENVER  MEETING 

We  are  indebted  to  Jeanne  and  Henry  Lohmann  (3563 
Elizabeth  St.,  Denver  5,  Colorado)  for  the  following  re- 
port of  the  Denver  Meeting. 

"When  the  Stamms  were  in  town  this  past  summer  we 
talked  briefly  about  contacting  the  Yearly  Meeting,  and 
are  sorry  we  have  not  done  so  ere  this.  Information  about 
us  is  as  follows:  Meeting  for  worship  is  held  at  ii  a.m. 
each  Sunday,  at  Graland  School,  East  First  Avenue  and 
Birch  Streets  in  Denver.  At  10:30  we’ve  been  holding 
a study  group,  which  of  late  has  revolved  about  the  rela- 
tionship of  Friends  to  other  Christians,  but  which  could 
well  swing  off  in  a number  of  directions.  An  increasing 
number  of  children  within  the  Meeting  focuses  our  con- 
cern upon  eventual  creation  of  a First  Day  School. 

"Now  about  people.  There  are  half  dozen  or  so  fam- 
ilies meeting  with  us,  and  these  include: 

Tom  and  Dody  Waring,  from  Pennsylvania;  Dorothy 
and  Barney  Aldrich,  from  Chicago  and  Iowa  Friends;  Bill 
and  Helen  May,  both  social  workers  here,  and  most 


recently  from  Chicago;  Jim  and  Connie  Skarsdad,  inter- 
ested non-Friends;  Leola  Odland,  from  Eugene  Oregon; 
Mrs.  Kimball,  of  Denver;  Mildred  Mowe;  Lynn  Wolfe; 
Maude  Rath,  of  the  Seattle  Meeting;  Herman  and  Alberta 
Osborn,  and  family,  Kansas  Friends. 

"We’ve  enjoyed  several  visitors  lately,  too,  and  are 
encouraged  at  the  slowly  growing  vitality  and  interest. 
Meetings  for  business  are  quite  informal,  usually  supper 
sessions,  and  occur  as  needs  arise;  lately  they’ve  revolved 
about  Costa  Rican  emigration,  which  is  being  seriously 
considered  by  several  of  us.  There  is  also  a continuing 
interest  in  manual  labor  shared  by  all  the  fellows,  as 
they've  been  working  on  one  another’s  homes,  as  well  as 
with  a Spanish  family  here  in  making  house  repairs. 

"Our  study  group  is  now  at  work  on  "Vocation  of 
Friends  in  the  Modern  World”  and  spending  most  Sun- 
days of  January  on  the  "East  and  West"  relations  . . . 
We  have  two  'classes’  in  First  Day  School — the  Nursery 
(where  parents  alternate  responsibility  and  which  is  due 
for  expansion  . . .)  and  a class  for  boys  and  girls  6-13, 
which  Hank  (Henry  Lohmann)  is  teaching.” 

Jeanne  sends  also  the  names  of  Friends  in  the  vicinity, 
the  Austin  Scotts  (Long  Island  Meeting)  ii  East  Del 
Norte,  Colorado  Springs,  Colo,  and  the  William  Taka- 
HASHIS  (Ann  Arbor  Meeting)  1500  Mariposa,  Boulder, 
Colo. 


TREASURER'S 

GENERAL  ACCOUNT 

REPORT 

Balance  from  last  year 

$151.49 

Contributions,  Individuals 
From  Monthly  Meetings: 

78.00 

Orange  Grove 

259.00 

College  Park 

36.00 

Seattle 

50.00 

Honolulu 

10.00 

355-50 

Bulletin  Subscriptions 

173-25 

Deficit  (overspent) 

133-49 

$891.73 

Bulletin,  Printing 

$411.73 

Bulletin,  Editorial  Work 

300.00 

Fellowship  Council 

100.00 

Travel,  E.  Sanders,  to  Richmond 

50.00 

Travel,  Young  Friends 

30.00 

$891.73 

TRAVEL  POOL  ACCOUNT 

Balance  from  last  year 

$114.73 

Mexico  City 

25.00 

$139-73 

Supplementary  Appropriation 

in  1950,  Tucson,  N.M. 

$ 18.90 

Balance 

120.73 

$139-73 

Summarizing  the  two  accounts: 

The  General  Account  is  overspent 

$133-49 

The  travel  Pool  Account  has 

a balance  of 

120.83 

The  Treasurer  has  advanced  the  sum  of  $ 12.66 


I think  we  should  seek  contributions  from  individuals 
and  from  monthly  meetings  so  as  to  avoid  a crisis  near 
the  end  of  the  fiscal  year. 

Robert  L.  Simkin 
Treasurer 
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COSTA  RICA 

From  Ruth  Mendenhall  (General  Delivery,  San  Jose, 
Costa  Rica)  to  her  cousins  Marion  Gooden,  Edith  Peck- 
ham  and  Amelia  Rockwell. 

January  ii,  1951 

"As  we  owe  you  all  letters,  perhaps  I will  write  all  to- 
gether ...  It  seems  the  less  I have  to  do  the  less  I get 
done.  We  are  just  living  from  day  to  day  here  in  a 
rented  apartment  in  San  Pedro,  a suburb  of  San  Jose.  We 
have  one  large  room  with  wide  and  narrow  beds  for  sleep- 
ing and  sitting  room.  Don  and  Lucile  Erdman  and  one 
and  a half  year  old  Joyce  have  two  smaller  rooms,  we 
have  kitchen  and  bath  room  together.  We  cook  and  eat 
together.  They  are  an  agreeable  couple  from  Montana, 
members  of  Meeting  in  Washington  D.C.  Hubert’s  had 
written  to  them  for  some  time  and  they  got  here  just  a 
few  days  after  we  did.  Don  was  in  CPS  in  the  unit  in 
Porto  Rico  so  knows  more  Spanish  and  the  ways  of  tropical 
living  which  is  a help  to  us. 

'We  could  take  66  lbs.  of  baggage  on  each  ticket,  half 
fares  the  same,  so  we  had  quite  a load  of  that.  Huberts 
brought  Phillip’s  [2  yr.  old  baby]  bed  folded  up  in  a 
bundle  with  bedding.  We  left  Mobile  on  a coach  plane 
about  5:30  (a.m.)  By  going  this  way  we  avoided  staying 
in  New  Orleans  all  night.  Had  just  time  in  New  Orleans 
to  get  business  attended  to  (sign  some  sort  of  papers  all 
around)  then  off  about  8:00  o’clock  on  the  Pan  American 
Clipper  "West  Wind”  . . . Landed  about  half  an  hour 
at  Merida,  Yucatan.  Reached  Gautemala  City  about  two 
o’clock.  Elwood  [Ruth’s  husband — 80  yrs.  young]  was 
very  tired  from  our  getting  up  so  early  . . . soon  got  to  a 
good  hotel  . . . after  supper  and  a good  night’s  rest  all 
felt  refreshed  and  were  off  again  about  seven  o’clock.  A 
smaller  plane  than  the  day  before,  and  somewhat  rougher 
going  over  the  mountains.  Came  down  at  the  capitals  of 
each  country  we  passed  over,  San  Salvadore,  El  Salvador, 
Neguciagalpa,  Honduras,  Managua,  Nicaragua,  then  San 
Jose,  Costa  Rica  at  one  o’clock.  Did  not  take  long  to  get 
through  customs  as  they  just  opened  suitcases,  but  did 
not  look  much  and  did  not  charge  any  duty.  Then  taxis 
soon  took  us  to  Arthur’s.  (Arthur  Rockwell’s  family  who 
had  preceded  them.)  . . . They  had  a very  comfortable 
house  with  three  bedrooms.  Wilfords’  [Wilford  and 
Lucille  Guindon,  Eston  and  Mary  Rockwell  and  Clara 
share  this  home]  got  a bed  next  door  so  Elwood  and  I 
could  have  theirs  . . . LIuberts  went  to  the  Tala  Inn,  a 
nice,  rather  small  family  style  hotel  where  H.  had  been 
before  ...  It  was  just  the  week  end  and  then  Christmas 
holidays  so  we  couldn’t  do  much  about  getting  places  to 
live.  Most  places  of  business  except  food  stores  were 
closed  till  after  new  years  ... 

"Christmas  Day  we  all  had  dinner  together  at  Arthurs  . 
I think  there  were  23  of  us  there.  That  was  Second  day. 
By  the  end  of  that  week  Huberts  had  an  apartment  near  the 
business  part  of  town  . . . The  government^  offices  were 
open  one  day  and  a few  had  gotten  their  residence  papers 
but  it  took  all  last  week  for  all  of  us  to  get  that  done. 
Last  First  day  we  all  took  lunch  and  went  out  to  Cecil’s 
for  Meeting  and  dinner.  (Cecil  Rockwells  who  are  in  a 
farm  house  10  miles  away  near  Heradia.) 

This  week  the  men  were  ready  to  look  about  in 
earnest.  Eight  of  them  left  early  Second  day  morning  for 
Tura  Alba,  the  experiment  station.  Mainly  to  see  the  work 
they  are  doing  there  and  to  talk  to  a man  there  who  knows 
most  about  soils  of  this  country  . . . Third  Day  ^ter- 
noon  ...  a visit  to  a dairy  farm  beyond  Cartago.  They 
had  a herd  of  good  grade  Guernseys  and  seemed  to  be  do- 
ing well.  We  thought  the  owner,  Scofield,  English,  but 
his  wife  was  a Costa  Rican,  I suppose,  and  could  not  talk 
much  American.  They  had  two  sons  at  an  Agricultural 
Station  in  the  States  so  are  worried  about  the  war  situation. 
It  was  a beautiful  drive  out  there  through  some  of  the 


best  coffee  country.  Then  across  the  Continental  Divide 
which  took  us  rather  high,  but  not  nearly  as  high  as  some 
places  ...  It  was  quite  a disappointment  that  the  Canas 
Gordos  area  turned  out  to  be  too  steep  to  farm.  The  best 
dairy  country  is  high,  colder  than  we  like  best  and  not  as 
good  for  some  fruits.  Don’t  want  to  get  too  low,  as 
ticks  bother  cattle,  and  malaria  might  bother  us.  On  the 
east  slope  there  is  so  much  rain  it  is  hard  to  keep  up  the 
land.  Around  here  is  the  coffee  section  and  land  is  very 
high.  We  need  to  get  an  undeveloped  section  and  do  the 
building  ourselves.  Expect  we  won’t  find  a place  where 
everything  is  perfect.  None  of  us  ever  has  yet,  but  hope 
for  one  where  we  can  live  in  quietness.  All  officials  and 
people  we  come  in  contact  with  are  pleasant  and  accomo- 
dating. We  find  living  here  cheaper  as  long  as  we  stick 
to  native  foods.  Anything  imported  is  high.  Though  I 
don’t  know,  as  bread  is  higher  than  in  U.S.  Fats  are 
rather  scarce,  butter  6oc.  No  margarine.  Beef  18  or  20c 
per  lb.  Pork  higher.  Rice  and  beans  are  staples.  We  are 
fortunate  in  liking  them.  Plenty  of  tomatoes,  green  beans 
various  kinds  of  squashes,  etc.  . . We  have  good  city  bus 
service  past  our  door.  Fare  only  15  centimos  or  about  2c 
to  ride  down  town  . . .” 


CANADA 

Steve  (Dr.  Stephen)  and  Dot  Norvell  (Fauquier, 
B.C.,  Canada)  have  recently  emigrated  to  Canada  from 
their  former  position  on  the  staff  of  the  Cooperative  Hos- 
pital at  Elk  City,  Oklahoma.  With  much  spirit  and  fresh- 
ness they  write  of  their  small  community: 

".  . . Our  group,  as  yet  unnamed  but  spoken  of  some- 
times as  the  "Arrow  Lakes  Group”,  consists  at  present  of 
David  and  Ruth  Orcutt,  Junior  and  Ann  Kunze, 
Charlotte  and  Dee  Fisher  and  ourselves.  Together  we 
have  purchased  a 460  acre  farm  (60  acres  of  which  is 
cleared  land)  and  plan  to  develop  it  as  a cooperative  enter- 
prise. Junior  is  to  be  in  charge  of  a dairy  herd  and  re- 
lated agricultural  projects  and  David  of  the  orchard  and 
berries  . . . 

"The  farm  is  located  in  the  settlement  of  Fauquier  on 
Lower  Arrow  Lake,  a long  narrow  lake  formed  by  the 
Columbia  River.  The  farm  has  % of  a mile  lake  front. 
The  land  is  forested  mainly  with  evergreens.  Behind  the 
narrow  strip  of  farm  land  rise  8,000  to  9,000  foot  moun- 
tains in  which  are  snow  caps  and  glaciers  the  year  round. 
Water  is  at  present  supplied  by  two  springs.  The  group 
plans  to  construct  a flume  which  will  bring  water  for 
irrigation  from  Heart  Creek,  a glacier-fed  stream  which 
crosses  the  property. 

"The  farm  next  to  ours  is  for  sale  and  we  are  very 
eager  that  someone  who  would  like  to  cooperate  in  farm- 
ing operations  at  least,  should  purchase  it.  It  is  a 100 
acre  farm  with  about  45  acres  of  cleared  land  and  an- 
other 15  acres  of  land  suitable  for  clearing.  It  has  a 
house  (8  rooms  and  a basement),  a barn  in  need  of  some 
repair,  a brooder  house,  a hen  house,  an  ice  house,  a 
workshop,  and  a garage.  The  flume  mentioned  previously 
would  supply  water  the  year  round  and  supplement  the 
spring  which  flows  most  of  the  year.  There  is  an  orchard 
of  about  100  apple  trees  and  30  walnut  trees.  The  cleared 
land  is  good  loam  soil  without  stones.  The  owner  is 
quite  eager  to  sell  and  is  asking  about  $6,000;  $2,000 
down,  the  balance  in  10  years.  Anyone  interested  can 
contact  the  owner,  W.  F.  Funk,  3829  West  noth  St., 
Inglewood,  Calif.,  and  of  course  our  group  would  like 
to  hear  from  such  persons  also.  . . 

"Although  Canada  is  far  from  a pacifist  nation  it  does 
tend  to  be  less  militaristic  than  the  U.S.  . .’’ 


Correction: 

Last  month  we  gave  incorrectly  the  street  address  of 
Doris  Goldsmith  McClain.  It  is  844  W.  Santa 
Barbara  Ave.,  Los  Angeles  37,  Calif. 


Acdtetc^ 
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Bulletin  Committee.  Phillip  Wells,  chairman, 
Charles  Cooper,  John  Borland,  Edith  Sperry, 
Dorothy  Wrightson,  Editor,  Ed.  Sanders. 

Alt  subscriptions  and  correspondence  may  be  ad- 
dressed to  Friends  Bulletin,  714  W.  California 
St.,  Pasadena  2,  Calif. 

Subscription:  "at  least  a dollar” 

PACIFIC  YEARLY  MEETINJ^  AND 
PACIFIC  COAST  ASSOCIATION  OF  FRIENDS 

Clerk:  Eubanks  Carsner,  3920  Bandini,  Riverside, 
Calif.;  Alternate  Clerk:  Vern  James,  604  Ten- 
nyson, Palo  Alto,  Calif.;  Recording  Clerk:  Ruth 
ScHMOE,  13434  40th  N.E.,  Seattle,  Wash.;  Treas- 
urer: Robert  Simkin,  1032  W.  36th  Los  Angeles  7, 
Calif.;  Secretary:  Leslie  P.  Spelman,  1228  Center, 
Redlands,  Calif.;  Reading  Clerk:  Dorothy  Lash, 
Box  2255,  R.  R.  5,  Victoria,  B.  C. 


FROM  JAPAN 

A letter  from  Oscar  and  Margaret  Fawcett  Montien 
(International  Dairy  Supply  Company,  A.P.O.  No.  503, 
c/o  Postmaster,  San  Francisco,  Calif.)  currently  in  Japan, 
brings  the  following  request  for  help:  'We  are  at  present 
fortunate  to  save  some  of  our  earnings.  When  I say  we, 
I mean  Margaret,  my  wife,  and  myself.  We  would  like 
very  much  to  buy  some  property  in  California  but  neither 
one  of  us  has  family  relatives  in  California  to  whom  we 
could  turn  to  buy  the  property  for  us.  So  the  thought 
has  come  to  our  minds  that  maybe  through  the  Bulletin, 
we  could  come  in  touch  with  a couple  who  are  themselves 
looking  for  a suitable  place  to  live.  We  would  give  them 
Power  of  Attorney.  The  property  of  course  would  be  in 
our  name,  but  if  the  people  were  interested  to  live  in  it,  we 
would  be  very  glad  to  agree  to  a very  reasonable  rent,  . . . 
appreciably  less  than  they  would  have  to  pay  otherwise 
for  the  same  place. 

"Now  the  place  we  have  in  mind  should  meet  more  or 
less  the  following  requirements: 

1.  It  should  not  be  in  a large  city,  like  Los  Angeles  or 
San  Francisco.  Our  preference  is  a small  community. 

2.  It  should  be  either  a single  house  or  a duplex  with 
a sizable  garden  that  permits  to  raise  some  vegetable  and 
fruits  for  our  own  use. 

3.  The  price  of  the  property  should  not  be  more  than 
$10,000.  We  could  make  an  immediate  down  payment 
of  $5-  $6,000.” 


NEW  MEXICO 

Barry  Stevens  (Route  4,  Box  183,  Albuquerque,  New 
Mexico),  formerly  on  the  staff  of  Deep  Springs  School 
in  California,  has  recently  moved  to  a "homesteading”  site 
near  Albuquerque.  She  writes  ".  . . only  12  miles  from 
Albuquerque  . . . right  next  to  our  piece  of  land  there  is 
a 17-acre  piece  for  sale  for  $5800.  It  is  estimated  that  it 
w'ould  cost  about  $600  down  . . . about  half  already  in 
farm  land  and  the  rest  bosque.  There  is  an  effect  of 
isolation  and  of  peace  about  the  place.  The  community 
is  largely  Spanish.” 


TRAVEL  TO  EUROPE 

An  excellent  opportunity  for  students  to  tour  Europe 
this  next  summer,  1951,  under  the  direction  of  Dr.  Kurt 
Bergel  is  offered  by  Chapman  College  (766  North  Ver- 
mont Ave.,  Los  Angeles  29,  Calif.)  Leaving  on  July  4 
from  Montreal  and  returning  there  on  September  i,  the 
group  will  spend  40  days  in  Europe  visiting  England, 
Belgium,  Holland,  Germany,  Austria,  Italy  and  France. 
Cost  of  the  trip  with  all  tour  expenses  S940;  to  receive 
5 units  of  credit  in  the  College’s  course  History  9-109S, 
European  Civilization  there  is  a tuition  fee  of  $50  and  a 
deposit  of  $100  is  requested.  Since  low-cost  shipping  space 
is  at  a premium  there  is  urgency  for  those  interested  to 
apply  as  soon  as  possible. 


Births: 

Elizabeth  Grace,  12/9/50,  to  Mayme  and  Lafayette 
Noda,  24  Homer  Lane,  Menlo  Park,  Calif. 

Lorraine  Lisette,  12/16/50,  to  Caroline  and  Ax 
Nelson,  501  Benvenue,  Los  Altos,  Calif. 

Carol  Elizabeth,  12/26/50,  to  Elizabeth  and  A1 
Kramer,  13859  Herron  Street,  San  Fernando.  Calif. 

Timothy  Walton,  12/28/50,  to  Esther  and  Walton 
James,  Walker  Lane,  Wallingford,  Penna. 

Douglass  Otto,  12/30/50,  to  Virginia  and  Otto 
Heck,  1716  Hearst  Street,  Berkeley  3,  Calif. 

Jane,  1/2/5 i,  N Barbara  and  Robert  Kennedy,  Palo 
Alto  Meeting,  Calif. 

Debra  Louise,  1/14/51,  to  Shirley  and  Alexander 
Price,  823  East  Longden,  Arcadia,  Calif. 

Married: 

Martha  Hutchman  and  David  Jensen,  1/4/5  i at 
Iowa  City,  Iowa;  now  at  809  Iowa  Avenue,  Iowa 
City,  Iowa. 

Died: 

Elsie  Phillips  Borland,  5/12/1884  - 1/15/51 

Survived  by  husband,  John  Borland,  1849  North 
Michigan,  Pasadena,  Calif.;  son,  Allan,  and  daugh- 
ter, Marian. 
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